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FERNANDO OTERO :: VITAL

Available on World Village February 9, 2010

Argentine pianist, composer and bandledtamnando
Otero’s new album foWorld Village, Vital (468094b
Street Date: February 9, 2010), is a meditative yet
emotionally refractive setfd1 modern chamber music
pieces, redolent of nestyle tango, twentietentury
atonality, shargedged downtown jazz, and other sounds
Otero picked up at home and on his travels. The opening
duet for piano and violirQNocturnd is a limping waltz
that apgars to depict an insomniacOs midnight musings; it
leads seamlessly into two succeeding yet unrelated
movementsCsiderat&) scored for 6 players including a
bandoneon, ArgentinaOs emblematic squeezebox, is an
exercise in stillness, like the uneasy peacedbaften
precedes a difficult decisiofiLa Abundanci@) another

¥ duet, is roundly, ripely melodidyut the wryly titled
(Reforma MentaDis scored for 8 players and from its
opening keyboard arpeggios, depicts a dialogue between
voices in conflict, with scapering piano runs periodically
overwhelmed by groaning, overbearing horns. Between them, the violin and bandoneon achieve a small
universe of sonic color otNoche llluminat& while GFin de Revisio) belies its title by continuing to mutate
and evolve untithe final, wheezing exhalation.

Born in Buenos Aires to an actor and an opera sifgenando Otero was by age 10 an insatiable musical
polyglot, multrinstrumentalist and fledgling studio innovator. Careening between rigorous classical disciplin
and he freewheeling improvisations typical of jazz and his homelandOs native tango, his most indelible
influences included Igor Stravinsky aBdla Bart—k, who also incorporated folklore into their music, and Sou
American icons like fellow Argentine Astordizola, Brazilian composer Egberto Gismonti, and Hugo
Fattoruso of Uruguayl he legendary Quincy Jones is a fan (they were introduced by actress Salma Hayek),
Otero also counts Eddie Gomez, Dave Valentin, and Dave Grusin among his collaboratorshé@tlyeen
sitting in with Arturo OOFarrillOs Jazz Orchestra during their Sunday night residency at New York CityOs
Birdland, and performing his own compositions with the ensemble at Lincoln Center and Symphony Space
has also joined clarinetist PaguiDORivera live at Birdland, The Blue Note, and the Caramoor Festival, and
played on his Gramniy-winning CD,Funk TangoThe alwaysadventurous Kronos Quartet commissioned a
piece from Otero called OThe Cherry Tree,O which was premiered at Carnegi€étatiary 2008.
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OMr. Otero hails from Argentina, where romance has often been cast as a kinetic pursuit. The expressive (
of tango generally animates his compositions, which also involve aspects of classical chamber music and .
improvisation.O

-- The New York Times, February 2008

OOtero is a seriously talented pianist, and his
orchestrations are equal parts Bernard Herrmann and
Charlie Parker. That is, they alternate between jagged
suspenseful crescendos and long, sinuous melodies.
music munds out of the speakers and leaps into every
corner of the room at once, exhilarating but also
bewildering®

-- Jazziz Magazine, March 2008

O(Otero)Os a wekpt secret among musical insiders
from Quincy Jones and Eddie Gomez to Chico OOFar
and Pagito DORivera. ThereOs a mix of Nuevo Tango
and cartoon soundtracks in all of this, but also somethi
less defined. The Xactor is probably Buenos Aires
itself, and like the city, OteroOs album is urbane and
exotic, surreal and streetwise, and alive witrention

and emotion.O

-- The BBC Music Review, January 2008

Fernando Oterob Vital WV 468094

1 Nocturno 2:09
2 Aguaribay 3:32
3 Globalizacion 2:23
4 Siderata 4:05
5 La Abundancia 4:00
6 Danza Preludio 22 0:55
7 Danza 1:32
8 Reforma Mental 2:45
9 La Casa Vacia 6:20
10 Noche lluminada 3:21
11 Fin De Revision 4:41
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